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mnnths at a time; the local application of iodine to the tnmonr, and tepid or 
cold injections by means of a uterine douche. 

Dr. Kidd said he had never seen much benefit from medical treatment. He 
thought that chloride of calcium made patients more comfortable than nny 0 r 
the drugs recommended, but had never seen it cause absorption of the tnmonr 
Dr. Churchill held the same views. He referred to the great danger of 
diluting the internal oa uteri with a tent 


Dr. Atthill spoke of the dangers of using cold water injections into the va¬ 
gina, and the risks to be run by dilating the cervix for repeated applications to 
the tnmonr. He recommended that they should be made through a tube. 

Ovarian Dropsy, with Unusual Quantity of Fluid. By Dr. E. G. Bn ijsKT.lt 
—The subject or this c ise was married at 40; circumference of abdomen sixty! 
three inches; breathing free; slight emaciation ; functions of bowels and kid- 
neys healthy; size increasing for some years; gave birth to a healthy child a 
year before; occasionally menstruates. Ten gallons of dark, oily fluid drawn 
off ; no distinct tumour to be felt. Recovered rapidly. Ten gallons or similar 
fluid, but lighter in colour, again removed in ten and a half months. In inter¬ 
val suys she led an active life, enjoyed good general health, and menstruated 
at irregular intervals. Still under care when reported. 


Art. XXII.—The Went Hiding Lunatic Asylum Medical Reports. Edited 
by J. Crichton Brow.vr, M.D., F.R.S.E. Vol. III. 8vo. pp vi 349 
London ; Smith, Elder & Co., 1873. ’ 


In the Journal for January. 1872, we gave an account of the objects of this 
publication, with a notice and abstract of the essays which made up its initial 
number. A year later we noticed the second annual volume. The present 
collection consists of fourteen articles of very diverse merit. 

The first paper is by Wn. Tornrr, M.B., Professor of Anatomy in the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh. It is styled The Convolutions of the Human Bruin 
considered in Relation to the Intelligence. We find first a resumd of known 
Tacts as to the weight of the brain in different races, sexes, and individuals A 
description of the convolutions follows. Speaking or the relation between high 
intelligence and well-murked convolutions, the writer admits that the concur¬ 
rence of the two, though common, is by no means constant or without striking 
exceptions. In certain lower animals, too, greater intelligence exists in spe¬ 
cies with smooth brains than in others whose cerebral surface is convoluted 
Should it be suggested that the thickness of the cortical substance might be 
the test and measure of cerebral activity, the writer would reply that in some 
localities, and some individuals, the proportion of cerebral cells to connective 
tissues is greater than in others. These cerebral or nerve cells, too, differ in 
size among themselves. The author seems inclined to believe that the largest 
of these are the most efficient. Vascolur supply, everywhere needed to insure 
proper functioning, must influence cerebral activity, by its quality and its 
amount. J 


Having thus directed attention to conditions other than mere bulk or exten¬ 
sion, the writer reviews the chief arguments of those who believe that different 
powere and faculties are localized in certain definite convolutions. Proof of 
such views he thinks is still wauling. Believing that the object of the con¬ 
voluted structure is to increase the amount of gray matter, and of the peculiar 
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cells which it contains, he does not believe that diversity of functiou can be 
ascribed to different-convolutions. The proper direction of research, for those 
who seek to establish localization, he thinks should be to show by microscopic 
evidence, some persistent and characteristic differences in the cells of different 
localities. 

The second essay on Experimental Researches in Cerebral Physiology and 
Pathology. by Dr. Febrier, has already been noticed in our pages. 

Dr. Herbert C. Major, who has before recorded valuable microscopic obser¬ 
vations, continues work in this direction, and here records the results of exami¬ 
nation in a number of diseased brains. The style of this paper, on the His¬ 
tology of the Brain in the Insane, is such as to inspire us with great confidence 
in the care, skill, and judgment, of its anthor. Good, honest work, such as 
shall afford trustworthy material for future generalizations, seems to be his 
object, rather than the attainment of notoriety, or making a sensation. Its 
modesty and candor make the article a model of its kind. 

Dr. J. Milker Fothkroill furnishes a paper on The Heart Sounds in Gene¬ 
ral Paralysis of the Insane. Having noticed, almost by accident, some pecu¬ 
liarity in the cardiac sounds in several patients affected with paresis, he was 
led to extend his observations, when he met with results wholly unforeseen. Out 
of fifty-five cases auscultated, forty-four presented a decided increase or “ accen¬ 
tuation” of the second or aortic sound. This same peculiarity, he reminds us, 
has been pointed out as a most frequent symptom in chronic Bright’s disease. 
Seeking for an explanation of this feature common to four-fifths of the generul 
paralytics, Dr. Fothergill finds bat one condition, capable of causing the phe¬ 
nomena, which could be supposed to be thus generally present. This condi¬ 
tion he believes to be increased vascular area, and consequently increased 
blood supply, throughout the cerebro-spinal system. The larger and heavier 
column of blood above the valves causes their more forcible closure. To sup¬ 
port this view he examined several coses of active mania in which cerebral 
bypenemia was believed to exist, and actually found a similar alteration of the 
second sound. Moreover this accentuation diminished when the patients were 
made to lie down. Evidence is also adduced to prove the existence of dis¬ 
tended cerebral bloodvessels in the early stages of paresis; and the writer 
believes that, later, the obstructive influence of degeneration would have the 
same effect on the second sound. 

The possibility of very considerable variation in the amount of blood con¬ 
tained in the brain, is believed, by Dr. Fothergill, to be due to corresponding 
inverse change in the serum occupying the peri-vascular canals. 

Unlike another contributor to this volume. Dr. Fothergill deems insanity 
rather antagonistic than favourable to heart disease. He approvingly quotes 
Griesinger, to the effect that “ affections of the heart are rather rare than fre¬ 
quent in the insane." 

Dr. T. W. McDowai.l, a resident of the asylum, makes a beginning iu this 
number, of what promises to be a somewhat elaborate investigation into the 
Power of Perceiving Colours, possessed by the Insane. In the resume here 
given of our knowledge upon the general subject of colour discrimination, the 
writer adverts to the scarcity of authorities. The subject has been thoroughly 
treated, he says, but the works upon it are shut up in foreign libraries. Al¬ 
though Dr. McDowall’s personal inquiries are as yet not much more than begun, 
he has already found reason to believe that much curious and novel truth may 
be elicited by this investigation. 

A practical paper upon the Nitrite of Amyl in Epilepsy is the work of Dr. 
Bbow.se, chief of the asylum, and editor of the Reports. Some experiments here 
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recorded having indicated that epileptics were peculiarly susceptible to the 
action of this drag, and that action seeming to be in some respects the reverse 
of what takes place during an epileptic seizure, the idea not unnaturally sug¬ 
gested itself to Dr. Browne, that the nitrite might be or service in warding off 
paroxysms of epilepsy. Without meaning to dogmatize as to the nature of the 
seizure, the writer believes that there always occurs, at its commencement, an 
intense contraction of the cerebral bloodvessels. As the inhalation of the drug 
causes vivid and extensive blushing, owing to capillary dilatation, it would seem 
not unlikely, given at the right moment, to prevent or lighten a fit. And so 
it has proved. In a case where the fits occurred daily, inhalations three times 
a day postponed them for nineteen days. Though the seizures reappeared upon 
partial abandonment of treatment, yet, Inter, they were quite infrequent when 
medication was wholly given up. The night attendants upon epileptics were 
now provided with the medicine, and instructed to administer it to any patient 
in whom they noticed the signs which experience had shown to be the precur¬ 
sors of a fit. To the surprise and pleasure of Dr. Browne, it was found that 
not only were seizures prevented by treatment of the prodromata, but that con- 
vulsions actually begun were nipped in the bud, ent short, and arrested. In 
that terrible state known as the stain, epilations, inhalation of the nitrite was 
tried with the best results. The drug seemed to possess the power absolutely 
to break up the morbid habit. Unless the writer has deceived himself, as well 
as his readers, we must believe that the nitrite saved several lives under his 
observation. 

We regard this paper ns one of the greatest importance. The moderation 
of the writer in not claiming curative power for the nitrite of amyl, gives the 
greater weight to his opinions as to the value of the drug, in preventing suffer- 
lng, and saving or prolonging life. We may be mistaken, bnt we cannot help 
thinking, that the nitrite of amyl is destined to work a revolution in the treat¬ 
ment of epilepsy. We cannot avoid indulging a hope that this drug, added to 
ordinary judicious medical treatment, may be found adequate to the complete 
contrp 1 of epileptic fits. Whether it can prevent the manifestation of the con¬ 
stitutional weakness in some way, is a different question. 

Dr J. Hooauxos Jxcksox contributes a paper entitled Observations on the 
localization of Movement, in the Cerebral Hemispheres, a, revealed bp Case, 
of Convvlsson, Chorea, and-Aphasia." We must confess our inability to catch 
the drift and intention of this article. Other readers, however, may be more 
quick of apprehension. J 

Dr. Jons Lowe furnishes an article On Electro-excitability in Mental and 
NervousDlseases. The special object which he has kept in view in the obser- 
Vatican here recorded, is to ascertain the diagnostic uses or electricity in ner- 
vans and cerebral diseases. So far, he very candidly admits, this investigation 
as borne bnt little fruit. With the hope of eventually reaching some results 
“ Proposes to continue the very arduous and tedious experiments 
which he has begun. 

A long paper by J. Wn.xiz Bnnaax. M.D., on Heart Disease and Insanity, 
embodies the results of great labour and extensive research. We would be 
glad to believe the results obtained are proportionately valuable. The writer 
starts with the idea, that as insanity is on the increase, while •• heart disease " 
as a cause of death, appears in slightly increasing proportion in the mortality 
there *•» therefore, probably some connection between the two. Contir- 
mation of this surmise is obtained in the following manner: The counties of 
■nglaud and Wales are divided into two groups, in one of which are all those 
herein mortality from heart disease is above the average, and in the other 
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those wherein it iB below the avernpe; and then onr attention is directed to the 
startling Tact that the proportion or lunatics to the thousand inhabitants is 2 34 
in the first group, and hnt 2.14 in the second ! The importance of this result 
may be better appreciated when the reader is informed that the ratio varies 
among these counties, from 3.3 down to 1.3. 

Dr. Harman believes that after making due allowance for the greater ace of 
hospital patients, as compared to the population at large, there is still an 
excess of heart disease among the former class. We believe, however, that it 
is aud must be, impossible numerically to determine jnst what allowance should 
be made for the different circumstances of the two classes; and that therefore 
no trustworthy results can be attained in this matter by the nBe of figures. Our 
readers will notice, by turning back a page or two. that Drs. Fothergill aud 
Griesinger hold an opinion precisely opposite to Dr. Barman's. 

The large number of hearts carefully examined and weighed at the West 
Riding Asylum, some five hundred, certainly indicate the general prevalence of 
some degree of hypertrophy. The male hearts averaged 12.62 ounces, and the 
female. 10.26 : the normal standards being, according to Reid, 11 ounces and 
9 ounces. Yet the writer admits that in over 500 insane dying in the Somer¬ 
set Asylum, the heart-weights were decidedly different, male hearts being 11.14 
ounces, and female 8.67. The proportion of perfectly healthy organs uraong 
those recorded at the West Riding, was only one-fifth. Among 680 living mule 
patients, signs of cardiac disease were found in 44 per cent. This certainly is 
a very different state of things from that indicated by Dr. Fothergill, when he 
speaks of heart-disease as “ somewhat rare nmong the insane.” 

Dr. Burman's paper is very elaborate and complete. It contains the record 
of very numerous observations, professes to indicate the comparative frequency 
of cardiac affection in different forms of insanity, and the various forms and 
degrees which that affection assumes. Yet, in view of the very ill-grounded 
assumption with which it begins, and the directly opposite testimony of other 
observers, we cannot give to it that measure of confidence which we could wish. 

Notes on the Condition of the Tympanic Membrane of the Insane is the 
title of a paper in which Dr. John C. Gai.ton. a clinical assistant at the Asylnm, 
announces the object, method, and first results of a newline of investigation by 
him commenced. The idea seems to be that the visible engorgement of certain 
vessels in the external or cuticular layer, and the internal mucouB coat, of the 
membrane tympani, affords an indication of cerebral hypcnemia similar to that 
often derived from ophthulmoscopic observations. 

The observations so far made tend to show that a dilated condition of these 
l vessels is common in confirmed epileptics; and that such condition can be 
produced, frequently, by the inhalation of nitrite of amyl, in healthy subjects. 

The writer very judiciously points out certain particulars in which this physi¬ 
cal examination is freer from disturbing influences than that of the retina. No 
pain, affright, or suddenly increased stimulus to the organ, here occurs to affect 
the correctness of the observation. 

Dr. Ali-bbtt, a contributor to preceding volumes, furnishes a brief article 
upon the Obscurer Neuroses of Syphilis. A few new illustrative cases ure 
presented, but no new truths are elicited. 

W. C. S. Clafuam, Esq., has compiled from the records of the Asylum the 
statistics concerning the Weight of the Brain in the Insane. Averages of 
some 700 brains are given according to age, character of disease, and nation¬ 
ality. 

The Change of Life and Insanity, by Hbkrv Sctitrrland, M.D., is chiefly 
valuable for its presentation of the facts and conditions concerning some one 
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hundred female patients of the Asylum, attacked with insanity soon after this 
epoch. 

The volume is completed by another essay by Dr. .T. H. Jackson On the 
Anatomical, Physiological, anil Pathological Investigation of Epilepsies. 

B. L. R. 


Akt. XXIII.— Transactions^ State Medical Societies. 

1. Transactions of the Indiana State Medical Society, 1873. 8vo. pp. 142. 

2. Transactions of the Medical Association of the State of Alabama, 1873 

8vo. pp. 112. 

3. Transactions of the Colorado Territorial Medical Society. 8vo. pp. 56. 


1. Indiana Slate Medical Society.— In the opening address by the Presi¬ 
dent, we have some not uninteresting reminiscences or a professional career of 
forty-eight years in one county or Eastern Indiana. Dr. Pennington believes 
that a decided change of type has occurred in the diseases of his district. He' 
15 10 lK ' lievc tllis 10 be ■“ some way connected with the cholera epidemic 

of 183.. Inflammations, and the febrile symptoms of various diseases were much 
more intense and more sthenic before that period than now. Free bleeding 
untiphlogistics, and mercurial purges, given in the hot stage of intermittent 
fever, would often, he says, completely arrest the disease, without a second 
paroxysm. Pleurisy and pneumonia were treated, with almost equal alleged 
success, by venesection and antimony. •• We seldom lost patients from acute 
diseases. It would have detracted from the standing of a medical man should 
n have been known that he lost a patient from inflammation. He might lose a 
patient from sheer debility, and be excusable; but not from acute disease pro¬ 
vided he saw the case in an early stage of the attack." Pregnant admission! 

1 he patient had the melancholy satisfaction or knowing that his physician pre¬ 
vented (in the old sense) the natural termination. Notwithstanding his belief 
m a change of type, Dr. P. thinks that active treatment has been too much 
supplanted of late by the expectant practice. Brier notices of some of his 
contemporaries close this address of the President. 

An obscure case, supposed to result from infection with glanders, is re¬ 
ported. Death occurred after eight months. An instance of protracted pres¬ 
ence of a foreign body in the ear is narrated by Dr. Wbioht. A bean was 
removed from the meatus twenty-two years after the patient (then a child) had 
placed it there. Disease of the antrum, with nervous symptoms, and annually 
recurrent abscess in one eyelid, are cases briefly reported. 

Interesting articles discussing arterial thrombosis and resulting gangrene, 
each illustrated by an original case, are contributed, one by Dr. Hoconvox. 
and another by Dr. Botler. 


A report is presented embracing brief statements of health and disease in the 
different counties. The most noticeable point seems to be the general preva¬ 
lence, during the cold and wet months, of cerebro-spina! meningitis. Mortality 
seems, so far as stated, to have been about one in four. Influenza was widely 
observed as following the epidemic horse-disease. 

A case or rupture of the uterus and vagina, fellowed by recovery, has its 
value sadly marred by ungrammatical and incomprehensible expressions. Ab. 
sence of any revision, by anthor or proof-render, is apparently the cause, but 
not an excuse for this state of things. 



